Consequences of rapid fertility decline in the Republic of Korea: issues and solutions.
During the last 3 decades, efforts to deal with population problems in Korea have focused largely on reducing population growth. The national population control program has been a major means of achieving this goal. Between the early 1960s and 1990, evidence from a national survey indicates that the percent of current use of contraception rose from about 12% to 80% and the total fertility rate fell to 1.6. representing 1 of the most rapid fertility transitions in the developing world. In conjunction with this rapid reduction in fertility, mortality also improved significantly during this period. Thus, Korea has virtually completed the demographic transition from high birth and death rates to low birth and death rates during the same period. It is widely recognized that Korea has reached demographic maturity and has also achieved remarkable economic development at the same time. The world's demographic history shows that the demographic transition which almost every industrialized country has gone through from a predominantly rural, illiterate society with high birth and death rates, to a predominantly rural, illiterate society with high birth and death rates, to a predominantly urban, educated society with low birth and death rates usually takes well over a century, but in Korea, that process has taken only a few decades. On the other hand, the consequences of a rapid fertility decline bring about various demographic and social issues which we have to take into consideration for future socioeconomic development policy concerning the well-being of the Korean people. Some of issues for policy consideration can be broadly summarized as follows: 1) gradual imbalance of sex ratio at birth due to traditional son preference behavior; 2) latent effect of inevitable population aging and increasing dependency burden on behalf of the elderly for the public sector; 3) changes in family life cycle and rapid transformation form a large to a small family; 4) increasing demand for now social roles for women, supported by easing of child care burdens within households.